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Speak - Up Competition


The purpose of the Speak-up Program is to provide each Jaycee the opportunity to develop individual self-confidence and improve communication skills. Speak-up is a tool which your chapter can use to provide each member the chance to improve their speaking skills through practical experience. It allows each participant to learn and practice basic speaking skills so they can minimize any "stage fright" they might experience. Though many chapters hold Speak-up competitions, it is not simply a competitive program but also a personal development experience. Speak-up can be fun! Use your imagination in planning topics. Run the Speak-up Program so members have a good time and are willing to participate. Oral project reports given by chapter VP's and chairpeople can also be considered a Speak-up opportunity. 



Speak-up Competition Rules and Guidelines:

1. Please plan to register for the Speak-up competition at quarterly board meetings on Friday night between 7:00 PM and 9:30 PM at the Individual Development table. At the time of registration, you must have a completed entry form and a $5.00 entry fee (cash or check made payable to the Maryland Jaycees). You need not be present to register and may have a delegate do so for you. 


2. Upon registration, you will be able to sign up for a Speak-up time. Speak-up times will be given on a first come/first serve basis at the registration table. There will be no advance registration. Competitions will be held between 8:00 AM and 12 noon on Saturday of quarterly board meetings. 


3. Please check in with the Speak-up Program Manager ten minutes prior to your scheduled time. If you arrive more than five minutes after your scheduled time, you will be disqualified. 


4. Time on speeches is from 3 minutes to 5 minutes. You will be cut-off at 5 minutes, 15 seconds. In addition, you will be penalized for going over/under the time limit (1 point for every 10 seconds). 


5. Dress as if you're going on a formal interview. No name tags or other identifying markers are permitted. A local member pin worn on your left lapel is permitted and encouraged. 


6. Speech topics must be selected from topics published above or in the State Website or E-News by the Program Manager. Speak-up finalists will be given impromptu topics. 


7. Any member in good standing is eligible to compete in Speak-up at quarterly convnetion, with the exception of Chapter Presidents, State Program Managers, and State Executive Board Members (District Managers and above). There will be special competitions for chapter presidents and executive board members - see the State E-News for details. 


8. First and second place winners of each quarterly competition are eligible to compete in a Year-End competition (November 2011 or January 2012), with the winner participating in the national competition at the United States Junior Chamber Annual Convention (June 2012).  

